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Testing and Interventions 

We are nearly halfway through the first quarter, and it finally feels like we have found our rhythm. Routines 
are in place, students and staff have settled in, and we are beginning to see the momentum that comes 
with getting into a good routine. 

One of the first things we do each school year is assess our students. Our junior high and high school 
students completed their standardized assessments during the first week of school, and our elementary 
students are wrapping up their fall assessments. While testing may not be the most exciting part of the 
school year, it gives us valuable information about where students are academically, specifically what they 
are doing well and where they may have opportunities for growth. 

As we use this information, some parents may receive communication about interventions or additional 
academic support. I want to emphasize that this is not a negative thing. All students have areas where 
they can grow, and intervention is simply a way for us to provide additional support where it can help a 
student be more successful. It is not a measure of a student's overall intelligence or ability. 

In junior high and high school, we changed our bell schedule this year to provide scheduled intervention 
and enrichment time for all students in reading and math. This allows students to receive additional 
support or enrichment without being singled out. In the elementary school, parents may also receive 
communication regarding reading interventions or Title 1 services. These supports are intended to be 
discreet, positive, and focused on student growth. 

We assess students three times each year—fall, winter, and spring. Each assessment is simply a snapshot, 
but by examining trends and classroom performance, it helps us see whether students are growing and 
whether the support we provide is working. As always, if you have questions about your child's progress 
or would like additional resources to support learning at home, please don't hesitate to reach out to your 
child's teacher or me. We are all working toward the same goal of helping every student find success and 
continue to grow. 

  
 

Clarification on Academic Success 

I wanted to provide a little clarification about Academic Success. This is a recent change to our system 
designed to help students stay up to date with their classes. Over the past couple of years, we have noticed 
a trend: when junior high and high school students struggle academically, it is often not because they are 
earning poor grades on the work they complete, but because they are not completing or turning in 
assignments. Academic Success was created as one way to help address that issue. 

The name Academic Success is simply meant to distinguish these sessions from a behavioral after-school 
session, or what we have traditionally called “detention.” That said, both “Afterschool Sessions” and 
“Detention” are addressed in the same section of our student handbook, so we follow the same 

 



 

expectations and consequences for Academic Success sessions. Students are expected to attend when 
assigned. If a student skips a session, the assigned time doubles. If a student skips a second time, the 
consequence becomes an in-school suspension. 

In many ways, this is not a new concept. Many parents will remember being in school and hearing 
something along the lines of, “If that assignment isn't turned in, I'll see you after school.” We're simply putting 
a little more structure around that idea. It is also worth noting that students are almost always provided 
sufficient time during class to complete their assignments. However, that time is not always used as 
effectively as it could be. 

Students are prompted to notify parents when they have Academic Success or detention to arrange 
transportation if necessary. If the student rides the bus, they are responsible for arranging transportation 
and serving the time within 24 hours of being assigned the afterschool session.  

At the end of the day, the goal of Academic Success is not to punish students. It is to help them develop 
responsibility, follow through on their commitments, and make sure the time they spend at school remains 

focused on learning. We want our students 
to be successful, and sometimes that 
means giving them a little extra 
accountability along the way. 
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2026-2027 ACT TEST DATES 
Test Date Registration 

Deadline 
Late Registration 
(Late Fee Required) 

September 19, 2026 August 14 September 1 
October 17, 2026 September 11 September 29 
December 12, 2026 November 6 November 29 
February 27, 2027 January 22 February 9 
April 10, 2027 March 5 March 23 
June 12, 2027 May 7 May 25 
July 10, 2027 June 4 June 22 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast is served with Fruit, Milk, Juice.  Lunch served with Fruit, Veggie, Salad Bar. Menu is subject to change. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar is subject to change. Please check the Weekly Bulletin, Facebook, or Google Calendar on the school website: 
www.sterlingjets.org  for the most up-to-date info. Thank you! 

 

http://www.sterlingjets.org


 

STERLING PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
250 MAIN STREET 

P.O. BOX 39 

STERLING, NE  68443 

 

 

Phone: (402) 866-4761 

Fax: (402) 866-4771 

Website: www.sterlingjets.org 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT 
RIley Armes 

PREK - 12 PRINCIPAL 
Jacob Davenport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

When issuing checks to the school for various purposes like lunch, computer fees, activity passes, etc., 
kindly ensure that you write separate checks, as these funds need to be directed to different accounts. 

Thank you for your help! 

http://www.sterlingjets.org
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